
 

  

When a group of Grade 11 ISB 

students stepped out of the Abbott 

Campus in Allschwil on Thursday 

13
th
 June, they took with them 

words of wisdom and a deeper 

understanding into the workings of 

large companies.   

Abbott is a global healthcare 

company which is at work in more 

than 150 countries and employs 

over 91,000 people. This diverse 

company has the aim of translating 

science into lasting contributions to 

health and it uses its expertise and 

technologies to spur innovation for 

important health needs at every 

stage of life.  

Abbott posed a valuable 

opportunity to the Grade 11 

students. They were able to meet 

with professionals in many fields 

and listen to their backgrounds. A 

captivating question and answer 

session followed which was a 

chance for both the mentors and 

students to learn about one  

another. They discussed the world 

of work in a setting that is not 

usually available to students and 

the mentors gave a true insight into 

what the future has in store.  

The students learnt that in a diverse 

global company such as Abbott,  

people with all types of 

qualifications are needed to keep 

the company running and the 

employees happy. Law, marketing, 

medicine, human resources  

 

and economics were just some of 

the subject areas that the students 

encountered. 

Perhaps the greatest gift which 

these mentors were able to give the 

students was experience. One 

women, who had began her career 

path following the medical route 

but then switched to marketing told 

students: “If you close the door 

when you are too young, it is 

always more difficult to open 

after.” Keeping an open mind and a 

wide set of skills was a commonly 

occurring theme in discussions, 

with another mentor saying “be 

open to different possibilities.”.  

The impact that these words of 

wisdom had on the students was 

undeniable. With the pressures and 

competitiveness of this globalized 

world which we live in today, the 

students must already begin to look 

ahead.“What you are doing now is 

the base” the mentors told the 

students.  The students were also 

told to “be inquisitive” and to 

“practice, practice, practice.” None 

of the mentors had had an easy or 

clear path to get where they were 

today. They had all encountered 

bumps in the road and many had 

had to “step out of their comfort 

zone”.  

The positive attitude of the mentors 

gave the students hope and they 

were reminded constantly that they 

are “still young” and that “the sky 

is the limit.” Such words at such an 

early point in the students academic 

careers will aid them with problems 

which they may encounter  in the 

future. 

 The mentors all agreed that they 

felt that working for an 

international company had enabled 

them to meet people from many 

different cultures. They felt they  

 

had acquired knowledge from these 

experiences and improved their 

communication skills.  

The students were told that “in an 

global organization, it is important 

to be mindful of communication” 

and that it is crucial to be able to 

“get your ideas across clearly.” 

One woman who was of Swiss 

origin said “I have strong roots 

here but I have the world with me.” 

Her words sum up the beauty of 

living and working in a place as 

diverse in culture as Basel. The 

students, as many of the mentors 

pointed out, have an early 

advantage as attending an 

international school has enabled 

them to integrate with various 

cultures from a young age. “You 

are a step ahead” they were told, 

“make the most of this opportunity 

which you have been given.” 

This trip was more than just a 

lesson or experience for the 

students, it was an insight. An 

insight into a company and an 

insight into the future. One of the 

final comments from the mentors 

was to “get inspired by people” and 

when the ISB students left Abbott 

that day, they had done just that. 

By Elise Metcalf 
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Mentor introductions followed by the student 
and mentor question and answer session. 

Students in the Abbott reception 


